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„ber likewiſe e 
dur 1 Abend a Kei x 
> ' Divine goodrieſs and mergy: There we read a fair account of the Cres 
ators Wiſdom and Love in upholding the Univerſe, and providing fo 
all his Creatures. There we read of his immenſe power in reftrainingy d 
F T + the Spirits of Ambirions Tyrants, and wonderfully preſerving the Inno irec 
© Cent, who were appointed as Sheep to the Slaughter; there we read the 
irreſiſtable Authority of his word, who net only ſpake the word and | Fo, 
the Waters were Created; but ſpake to the Ss hither- to ſhall thy 


= Waves come and no farther, and b 1 of that word teyl toe 
4 not to cover the Earth; and in theſe ges 4. read the 
F * eſs of his Mercy and che miraculous ch of s Grace, that 
4 all takes up blind, mad, and reſolute Sinners, in the hight of their carrer, 258 
"Be they be like the Harſe and Mule, fiery and Head ftrong, yet sf 
reih them in, not to permit them to run our their inten- a 
* angie: ©: How by this he convicts and converts unruly Sinners, ſuch 


; 1 Fo. nor — * 3 and prepares them for Heaven, hin 
with their utmoſt, 8 firing chemſelyes for Hell. | 
Ot this ring of Wend in God, of this power of his grace Br: 
towards the Romans, the Apoſtle here ſings Triumphantly, and beſide; 

this of the Text, we find in ſacred Record three others, as Mary Mag- 
dalane who was reſcud and deliver d, call'd and converted, Sanctiſyd bs 
and Savd, notwithſtanding ſeven Devils had for ſome time held ber | | rh 
Hearr in poſlellion: The like wonder of grace we read in the conver- rit 
Lon of Saul who of a Blaſphemer, became an adorer of the name of Je- Fa 
us of a cruel and bloody Perſecutor, he by the grace of our Lord 
Jeſns Chriſt became a powerful, laborious and zeatons Preacher, and 
- As ready as he had been to ſhed rhe Bloud of Believers, he was after- vi 
Yemen my pleas d to offer up his own, and become a Marcyr a the rb 
efſed Je ſus. at 
And how.aceAll gracious Hearts affected and deli hred, nay even || x 
- bavitked wich the mercy and goodneſs of God > and how "T7 ey i | i 
| ore the power of his grace, when, they. contemplate. the Law, the ſud- h 
Jen. and the through Converſion of rhe Theif on the Croſs ? this per- I { 
- fon had ſpent his whole life in the ſervice of the Devil, yet in the very 
e ot his Dearh | by ET became a Sainvor God, froma. Theif was 4 
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weren extole the compafion and love of God to us the Ghildrenof Men? 


v7 


* 


Rice, where he was an eye Witneſs of chat No) 
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When we read of ſuch paſſages ot Sctipture, what can we do leſ 


nd humbly acknowledge that his ways are paſt our tinding out, and , 
e working of his grace ſurpaſſing aur underſtanding. D N 


A Bleſſed be God, we of this Pariſh {though we have the hard Hearts 
creſt q ungracious lives of ſome to bewaily ſo e have the aw-wakening, 3 
A aickning, converting of raiſing of others to praiſe God for. Ard hat 


ve the awakening, 


ay excite you with me to magnifye the name of the Lord; give me 
ave to tell you, he whole converſion we now glorify God for, had once 
e Ms'y Magdalane ſeven Devils be was with Sau! a Blaſphemer 


ning nd a Perlecutor, and in ſome reſpects as great a Theif as he that ex- 1 


8 
| yeing, with which 
— Se holy Angels celeberate the converſion of a Saner. 
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ch Pired on the Croſs : And yet where Sin once abounded, Gods grace _. * 
ah aboanded noch nee . 

anc For any thing we know a Legion of Devils might have pofleſs d him, 

7 put theſe he confeſſes did. FE ²ð²“» bo BAL ae? og en 

1 11 | 1ſt A Drunken Devil, 2d a Luſtſul Devil, 3dly a Swearing Curſing 

me 4 Biaſ; heming Devil, and this held him » in ſubjeAion as a Maſt 

that Devil; for tho this poor Wrerch Paid obedience to others, yet moſty,' 

der, vas to this, For I heard him humbly canfeſs that he never Drank, bis al 

Jet as faſt as he {wallow'd down bis Liquor, be belched up Oaths aut. 

en Curſes, by which means, the ſame minute he Sacrificed to the Def f of 

uch Drink. He highly provoaked the God of mercy to Damn and Confound 


him; and that nothing 


© Brain, the other overmaſterd his Tongue. 


* 


pleaſed him beiter, than when in open Itreets he 
Swore, Curs d ar do chat as ot 


ung lean-Devilover heated his 


* 


4. He was alſo under the pewer of a prophane Devil, to whom he 
2 ee of Sabath breaking: This was one of his moſt pleaſin 
* Kecreations, vix. to pollute the Lords Day, and to ſbghr and deſpiſe 


the ordinances of Chriſt, and ſo faithful a Slave was he to this evil Spi- 


er- rit, that he was never contented when he did fingly miſpend and pre- 
le. # phane the Sabath, unleſs he had prevailed Vn others to Joyn with him 
rd in his Tranſgreſion: TY „„ 
FJ. The next of his Maſters, was an obſtinated and a refractory De- 
vil. for as he confeſſes when his aged Mother beſought him with Tears. 
ie Þ thar he would not bring her hoary Head to the Grave with ſorrow. 
and when ſhe with all immaginable mildneſs gave him counſel in order 
to Reclaim him, and when ſhe. was back d by other faithful Friends in 
— this her pious and charitable Deſign. then would he ſtretch all the Brains 
l. he had to make may Game of her and them; he gave them leave to ſay 
bmetimes what they pleas d, but always reſdived and bent to doe after 
y wn lit. RENTS nen 
© | : 5 


x 4 r N 74 . "4 a 
4. He was ie bes to a rit, vi 
- ploy'd and affiſted him in the derifion ang U ane OR at 
"qaaghing: out of countenance all-Modeft and Sobriety. , rs Ther 
_ © 7, He was Syafſal alſoro a prodigal pirir, who 4 4 he might dols 
mit him . ur and take Payne, — would he not conſent chat t the 
arg aro thereof, ſhould either be wiſely laid out or carefully Husbai 8 
ed ee Fes bur orgered all to be conſumed in en 
A WE 4 
33 ep Ware ue * che eren whom I am dilcourtin did in perſeution a 
ä ae our do Sau!: He has declar d, that he hach etna. th; 
holy name of Jeſus innumerahlc times. And that he knew no other ul 
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ſhe 
ra 
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to make of his,Wounds than to tare them wider with his unholloweſ me⸗ 
Preath, and to tread the moſt precious Blood ot the Son of God unde 
5 moſt ungodly Feet; a bitter Perſecutor he was expoſing any for thi e 

1 1 of Religion and Virtue, he cared not to enter the King 4 Lif 
ad Heaven, arid by his good will none elſe. ſhould. no 
1 ay laſtly we may truly ſay in many reſpects, he was a nortorioul {le 
| Theif as 4 chat ſuffeted on the Croſs; he was ſo to God, Robbing ph 
bim as muchas poſſibly hecould of thar ſervice and glory which was duly tic 

- unto him; he was a Theif to his own Soul, kevile Srealing and car 10 


rying that away from all means and oppertunicyes of Grace, and con 
eg ently Robbing and ſpoyling 1 ir of all hopes of Life and Glory; h 
alſe a devouring Theif to others, Stealing trem them their Grace 
Tae n Thougits and heap and elpecially their * 9 
Iime. “ ji" 5 
| - Yer of this Perſon y. an ; 
I he hath obra y. { rhe grace of our Lor ls Chriſt hath 5 
been exceedingly cg towards him, For he hath quickned, and 
* hope will fully convert and SanQify him that was thus dead and"! hi 
purged in Treſpaſſes and Sins. | 
An Angel was once ſent to Cornelius. 10 V, 3. 4. to acquaint him 
by That his Prayers and Almes were cans up for a 3 before God 
and ro direct him by ſending for the Apeſtle St. Peter to come to the 
full knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, though it TRE nor pleaſed God to ſend 'J 
| one of thoſe heavenly Embaſſadours to aſſure us, that rhe devour Pray- 
ers and charitable e of ſome well diſp ſed Perſons i in this 
| Pardth are aſcended to him, Yer I conceive he has given a ſufficient | 
Proof heregf, in that be hath remunerated our Labour of Love to poor 
_ ignorant Chitdren, by his late miraculous awakening, convincing and 
: converting fame ignorant, looſe and wicked Perſons antong ys: And we 
| _ hence may 3 7 great Encouragetngnt to continue and abound in 
Ex; Yorks of rhis.. Nazute, for as much as We are thus oy aſſured, har 
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ei The words of the Text, Originaly belong to the Epheſians, and de- _ 
rribe their caſe and Copdirion, when the Apoſtle firſt came among 
hem, they were dark and blind in their underſtanding worſhipping-1- WM 
pe dols, their Hearts were hardened through the deceiriggneſs of gin, and 
rt the wilesof Satan, they were ſoaddidted to gratity their corrupt defires, ' 
asbaWand thereby led into ſuch enormous Crimes, that they were as Dead 
agatihavingno power ro depart from their wicked ways, and to change 
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their ungodly courſe OL Life, than the dead Man has to unlooſe his 
na Grave Cloaths and free himſelf from his Sepulchre, they were not 
ed t only blind in rhe commiſſion of Sins, but were ſtupify d, and as Dead 
er uin their wicked ways, paſt all hopes of Recovery by bare humane 


A N 


oweß means. | | | | | 
unde He is naturally Dead whoſe Soul is ſeperated from his Body, and 
r rh theſe Epheſians were spiritually Dead, though they enjoyed à natural 
Ling Life ; in that their Souls were deſtitute of the grace of God. ID. 

They were dead with reſpect to Reaſon 2lio, inaſmuch as the Apo- 
riouf ſtle, iſt Cor. 15 32, accounts it no injury to call them the Beaſts of E- 
bings pheſus, they held ſuch beaſtly Principles and were guilty of beaſtly Prac- 

ky 224 chat the glory of Manhood, their reaſon and underſtanding ſeem%d 
car to be Dead and totaly loſt, BE wot en 


1 8 | . b a 1 5 un 
con From the words we may collect theſe two Propoſitions. # - Wn 


; het 1. Unconverted, unregenerate, and habitual Sinners, who livs with. 
race out the Grace and fear of God indulging —_ in Treſpaſſes and 
ious Sins, are no better than dead Perſons. OE " 

2. That God is able when he pleaſes by his Grace and at 
unce to convert, regenerate and ceclaim ſueh dead,Perſons. Von bath he 
nath quickned who were dead in Treſpaſſes, H E who raiſes Chriſt from the 
and Dead, Eph. 1. 20, after that he had heen Crucify'd, Dead and Buried, 
and he hath quickned and raiſed you. | | | 


Spirit, 


'© The tormer of theſe Propoſitions will ſerve to diſcover unto us the 
him wretched State of ſallen Men, the latter will Illuſtrate the goodneſs of 
30d}? God and the power of his Grace, che firft will direct us to Humiliry. 
the The 24, to gloryfy God for his mercy to our ſelves and others whom 


end be ſhall pleaſe to call out of that wretched State. 


ay- 1, That unconyerted, unregenerare, and · habirual Sinners, ſuch as 
this live without the Grace and fear of God, indulging themſelyesin Treſ. 


ent | paſſes and Sins, are no better than dead Perſons, Et 

oor ® Man lives a Life in common with the Beaſts, this is the Life of 
nd ſenſe. It is not in relation to this Life, that I tetm the unregenerate 
we | and habitual Sinners dead, for it is viſible and deplorable that they live 
in in perſuing the ſame methods with the Beaſts, gratifying their ſences, 
har and making proviſion ſar the Fleſh, thedefires and Appiites whereof , | 
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| Man alfoliveth a Life of reaſon, ; he had a Talent of reaſon beftow 
| eld ron him, whereby he was able to Judge agd diſcern between good 
s& and Evil, what he ought to embrace, and What he ought to ſhun. Here- M7 
| by be mi t Have been directed to ſerve Ged and manage himſelf in . 
EF allre but by rhe fall of AJam this noble Faculty, was both 
blinded and weakned, that ir neither diſcerneth what is beſt, nor is a-. 
ble io govern, and keep in due order rhe Paſſions and Appetites; But ori 
they raking the advantage of dark and diſabled Reaſon ve ever ſince th 
ZT oy” 
- Thar natural and unregenerate Men, live not the life of Reaſon, that end 
dis are nat guided by rhe dictates and principles of right Reaſon, is H 
obvious to every nice obſerver of their Words and Actions, by which nu 
a fair guels may be likewiſe made of their thoughts, and there are # 8 
ſeaſons wherein they who are all for Reaſon, diſcover none; d 
But there is a Sublimer kind of Life granted ro Man, which is called . © 
2 Spiritual Life, or Life of Grace. As when he walks with God, and ;; 
lives to God, making the glory and honour of God the ultimate end of $; 
his Thoughts, Words and Actions, and to this way ef living the unre- 4 
generate, the nnconverted and habitual Sinners, are fuch utter Stran- 
Fee, that they are righely eſteemed and taken for Dead. 1 
woe collect as much from our Saviours ſaying, Mar.. 8. 22. Let the 
Dad bury their Dead, the dead in Sin bury the dead in Nature; Un- 
dea prophane and irreligious Perſons are walking Ghoſts, their Bo- 
* 975 Eymng as Coffins carry up and down their dead Souls. 
Chi the lite of tie Soul, in whom therefore he liveth got there 
& can be nod Fife, no Spiritual Life; upon this a Apoſtle Judg- [5 
chat ſhe. was dead while ſhe lived, 1 Tim. 5. 6. $M 
Tlearhens have not been altogether unaquainted with this notion, his 
wirtneſs. Cm careat puri mente cadauer agit ; The Soul is the Man, |R; 
and when that is delighted in, and given up to all manner of Unclean- onl 
nels, the Man is dead; Many mij have a name to live, who notwith- Sit 
ſtanding ars really dead, Rev. 3. 1. they live to the World but are dead 
10 God, 4 Spiritual Lethargy or Dead - Palſey has overſpread them; 
they ate de d, iĩnaſmuch as they are obnoxious to Death. We reckon 
them Dead in Law, who have receiv d ſentence of Condemnation, 


. : 268 5 
% ; 
* 8 * 
: 


s 


5 * =_ 
— £ 9 FI 
8 T 
L 


— 


r e — Ä: 
. ; 70 A 
> 


notwithſtand ing they are Repreiv'd far a few days, 


But our affertion is father true. That the unregenerate unconver- n 

ted and habirual Sinners axe dead, inaſmuch as they are void of the ( 

Life of Glory, they have not the Principles of a Spiritual Life, Fairh, Hy 

Love and ObeJicrce, and as ſoon ſhall a breathleſs Corps perform rhe of 

office of natur al Life, as ſuch Perſons (continuing in that State) dif- ver 
- Charge the dut ies which beſpeak and become a Spiritual Perſon ; on the flwo 
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an all their works are by the Spiri fGod accounited dead Works. j 
77 bhch as the works, fuch ate A Workers, ſuch as do dead works are dead 

* erſons; dead to God and his Grace. ates cine ads a 4 74 
oth We will for our further $atisfaftion here conſider ſuch Perſons but in 
Sa- nree reſpects: Their Thoughts, their Senſe or Apprehenſion, and their 
But Motion, theſe are indications of Life, if therefore we find them wanting 


nce in theſe Perſons, we may ſafely conelude them voidof Life. 
t As to their Thoughts; undoubtedly theſe unhappy Perſons are ſo far. | 
hat ead that they have loſt their faculty of Thinking; e „ 
is lle that gave us being, and by whom we live. and move and are con- 
ich {Woued in that being. muſt be allowed to be the ſale and proper objett of - 
are yr Thoughts, what ever elſe enters into our Minds muſt come in by way 
f Subordination to him; and God himſelf declares Pſ, 10, 4, that he has 
lea go place in the thoughts of wicked and unſanctify d Perſons ; ſo far from 
thinking on God as he ought is the unconverted Sinner, that his Heart 
ind hinketh, nay hoped there is no God Pf, 14. 1. and if you will overper- 
| of ſuade him to acknowledge a Deity, yet he will not think that he ſees or takes 
Ire- ny notice of them, and our A poſtle doth clear this, ſor ſpeaking of theſe 
an- Fpbeſians, Eph. 2. 12. before their Converſions he deelares they were not on- t 
y witheur Chriſt; but without God. And what Life can you ſappoſethey” | 
the Have, who ſtudiouſly and diligent'y run from the Fountain of Life? N 
In- That the Ox goes ſo gently and quietly eo the Slaughter-houſe, no won 
Ro. fer, ſecjng Cod hath not given him the power of Thinking. And though - 


8 


* 


Bod at firſt conceded this faculty to Man, can you believe he rerajn. It. if | 
ere Jou find him playing a» the Hole of the Aſp, rejoyting, merry-ma! i : in 


the Den of the Cockatrice, ſleeping ſecurly upon the wop.of a Ma 
” |htgheſt Storms of Divine. Vengance Can you-belicye that God is in their 
Thoughts. who can p'ay with his Thuneer-bolts ? be unconcerned at his 
TT hreatnings ? and make a mock at the Calls, Entreaties, and Incitations of 
his Mercy ? that can reſolutely violate is Laws? Prophane his Days? 
Nidicule his Goſpel and tread under Foot the maſt Precious Blood- of his 
only begorten Son ? ir is againſt all ſenſe and Reaſon ; it is not Charity but 
Simplicity to think that Perſon thinks on God as a Judge, who cauſeleſly - . 
"and boldly at every Breath calls upon him to damn and confound. him? yer 
m: all theſe, and many more Treſpaſſes and Sins ſuch Perſons are guilty of; whence 

* Ewe muſt neceſſarily conclude them not only to be degenerated into Beaſts, 
put that they are dead while they live, having caſt away that indication of - 
Life, theit thinking faculty. : | | 5 - 
. 2. It will farther appear, if we conſider the ſame Perſons as to the uſe 
and excerciſe of their Senſes, | | 
"> Our Eyes were principally given us to look upwards, yet the Eyes of 
pbſtinate Sinners are either roving or de jected; our Ears to attend the word 
of God, and gather Rules from thence for the Pious regulating cur Con- 
verſation ; yet the Ears of ſuch are generally choak d and block d up by 
worldy Cares and Pleaſures, and they cannot hear ſo as to underſtand and 
e be converted: As for feeling and apprehending either Good or Evil, that 

the Apoſtle hath obſer ved, Ephey, 4, 19. they arc paſt it, time was, its poſſi- 


ble, 


2 
: . 4 

4B , 

. 

1 5 
9 b 

N N o 

3 

— 
1 
. 


but on the egntr 


— — a Re ry — $9.4. Ae tv a 
. 


— — — — 
—ͤ—z— —W—ʃ6—Üłũ»ũ-ł‚łͥł»-ꝛũłðꝓWðWũ— 2 rr 
2 — —— — = 


= VO - 
——— —-— _— —- . ͤͤ 
7 8 TYY 7 F 
- 


| Darkneis, u here all things are forgotten; their guilty Co. uciences compel 
them to keep leaſt in ſight. e . 
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d ſoft; and 


and cauterized them to that degree, that neither Preaching nor Pray ing. 


Miſery nor Mercy mollifies them, they are of ſuch a dead and dedolent 
Diſpoſition, that if youapply the Fire of Gods fierce Anger to them they 

fart not out of their wicked Courſes, they feel no more than a dead Man 
of 


hen you lay Coals to his Fleſh ;-or if you! proclaim the glad tidin 
the Goſpel, Mercy, Grace, and Peace they work not on them. In ſhort, 


1 tkheſe are ſo deſperate as wil fully to ſhut their Eyes, and cloſe their Ears for | 


fear they ſhould at any time hear or fee the things which concern their 


preſent and future happineſs: they triumph in doing Evil, and boaſt in 


the report rhereof, their Foreheads have leſſer ſenſe of Medeſty then thoſe 


of common Strumpets ; and they are ſo far from feeling and repenting, 


by the weight of Guilt, or the burthen of Puniſhment, that you may with 
as much eaſe change the Skin of the Leopard, or colour of a Negro, as reform 
them in the leaſt of their evil Habits; their Reaſon is become a ſlave to 
their Paſſions, their Members Servants to Unrighteouſnels, and their Con- 
ſciences Vaſſals to the Prince of Darkneſs : And hew can we ſay leſs of 
ſuch then that they are dead? e Hb w EW 
3. Unregenerate. unconverted, and habitual Sinners, are dead in their 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, if you judge of themby.their Motion, 
The practice of Godly Perſons, ſuch as have the Life of Grace in their 
Souls, is to walk with God, ſo to move and act as they may beſt pleaſe and 


hondur him, but the Feet and Ancle Bones of perverſe and habitual Per- 
ſons want mp for ſuch Motion; they can go downwards in the way 


thar _ o deſtruction, tbey make haſt, none ſhall go before them in this 
broad a 1 Road; they will with Abimaa run though they be not ſent, 
way to Life they fan trait, too narrow, 
ing in it. 


they cannot thinkof keep 


Nor do they only want ſtrength in their Peer, but in their Hands alſo ; | 


the Sinews of theſe are ſtratigly ſhrunk up and dry d; ſo that they can nei- 


ther lift them up to God in Prayer, nor ' ſtretch them forth to 


Man in Charity; it is true. they can and do too often put them forth 

to work wickedneſs; but if you put the word of God, or any other good 

Book into them, as if they had the Palſie they ſhake and Jer it fall. 
And althcugh theſe Perſons vainly boaſt that their Tongues are their 


own, yet how frequently do they diſcover the conerary, when they cannot 
move them to the ſpeaking of one good Word? it is true, the greater 


Thame, they can with pleaſure Lye, Curſe, and Swear, tell an obſcene Story 
or Sing a drunken Song, yet they cannot pour forth a Prayer, or deliver a 
Thankſgiving; to ſuch purpoſes their Tongues ferve them not, but have 
loſt all motion; in ſuch like things they are Tongue-ty'd, as mute as Fiſh, 
nay as dumb as the dead 5 ES! 
To-go a ſtep farther, and convince you, that the Perſons I am ſpeaking 

of are dead in their Treſpaſſes and Sins :. I 
| Thedead are laid out of ſight. and where dotheſelive,but in the Land of 
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8 re render a did. dire them. for 
their evil Words and Doings; butgoontiniued cuſtom in Sin, hath Hardi d 
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The Dedd arg laid ingraves and Sepulchert ; and that the Souls of ſuch Sinnerd are G laid a}. 

Jad e er near the open Sepulcher of ir Throats muſt believe ; nay, that they © 
ve been | | 
The 


ead by the noiſom _ that * _ , es lah & 
Dead have ponderous Stones u i ves e | theſe Sinner 
* rr 


nt {Wave an intolerable weight of guilt lying upon their Conſciences, 
ey les ven can put nA; = RS 5 8 
. The dead ere in ſo deep a Sleep, that it is beyond the the power of Man to awaken and raiſg 


hem to Life z' end in as deep a ſleep are unregenerate and habitual Sinners, whom nothing i 


of eriour to the Divine Power of Chriſt can raiſe, for it is he, and he alone, that by his grace and 
Ft, {Moly Spirit quickneth ſuch as are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. EO RR 
for And thus I procceed te diſcourſe on our Second Propoſiton. 

ir | 


in II Propoſition. That God is able when hepleaſes, by his Grace end Holy Spirit; ; 
to convert, regenerate, and reclaim ſuch dead Perſons. 


bs To quicken is to revive, to give Life to what was formerly Dead; and in the caſe under 
TN Konfiderarion, it is to infuſe grace and Spiritual Life into an unregenerate and unwortifid Soul. 
m n handling of this Point, my — is firſt to ſhow, what this quickning is, and wherem it 
to KSonfifts. 1 pod is the Author of it, 3dly. The Method by which it is brought about. 
Ne 1. What this quickning i | | YET 
of Man, when he firſt came from the Hand of God, was an holy and righteuos Creature, his 
Pody was fitted with Members, and his Soul endowed with. u res capable to know, ſerve, 
. ad enjoy God ; but upon his tranſgreſſing the Command of God, he not only ' defac'd, but 
er nite difrob'd himſelf of this glori us Image, faving that ſome few Lines are remaining in his 
he dul, but miſerably blar'd and impair'd. inaſmuch as an univerſal Corruption hath invaded his 
214 Whole Nature, his Underſtanding ing dark and confus d as to the apprebenfion ot natural things, ' 
nd Nut quite blind as to Spiritual, according to that of our Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The natural Man 
er- Neiveth not the things of the Spirit ot God, for chey are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he 
| now them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern d. His Will is froward and preverſe, and will 
J [or incline to its proper In his Affections are ſenſual, diſorderly, and ungovernable ; and 
ais ai, corruption of our Nature is in Scripture termed the Fleſh, rhe Old Man, and alſo the 
nt, Mr Deatn, in that the Soul of Man having loſt the Grace of God is dead, and muſt abide ſo 
w, [ll quicken'd again by Gods Grace; and this is call'd the New Man, the New Creature, our 
- , Mepencration or ing again, when we are begotten by the Word of God, when we are 
Y ouriſhet by God's Ordinances, cloathed with his Grace, and ſanQifi'd and tutor'd by the Holy 
: [|pirit, who heals our Corruptions, a d infuſes into our Souls new Principles of Life, whereby 
ei fe are converted umo our Creator, forſaking our Lufts, and drawing from the World and Sa- 
to Fan, we cleave unto God Faith, Love, and Obedience. 
th 2. The next to be conſider d, is the Author of this quickning ; his converting N. a Sinner to 
od Perneſz of Life : It is god, and god only: So it is alſo written, 1 Cor. 15. 44. The firſt Man 
| \dam was made a living Soul; after had framed his Body out of the Duſt, he breathed 
ir Nuo him a reaſonable and immortal by which his Body was made alive, and moved, The 
i adam, Jeſus Chriſt, god and Man, was made a quickning Spirit, quickning by his grace 
"OT. ad Holy Spirie all his Members: The firſt was a Miniſter of Death, tran{mirting his guilt, and 
rer z evil conſequence thereof to his Foſterity. The ſecond a Prince of Life, purchaſing by the 
ry erits of his Obedience aud ings, grace for the raiſing and quickning thoſe that the firſt 
ra 


ad kill'd. That 1 eriorfÞ the Divine Power can raiſe ſuch as are dead in Treſpaſſes 
| d Sins is made manifeſt by Scripture and Experience. DE | 

{- It i god that taketh away the Heart of Stone, and giveth a new Heart of Fleſh, Ezek. 11. 

2 9. 3 Cor. 5. 17, It is by Chriſt the Son of god, by his grace and Spirit that we ate recreated 

ad made new Creatures, that all old things are done away, and all things become new in us. 

ng was a Divine Power that created Man at firſt, —_ was created in the Image of god, 


ad no other can remake, and ſtamp that Image im. 2 | 
To open the Eyes of the Blind, to (often ** then the neither Millſtone, to deliver 


pel out of the A hand, to open the Priion-doors, and fer the Captives free, to a- 
he Nen and quicken to his Service who were in a dead of Sleep, is a work only fit for 


ed, and where-ever we ſee it wrought we muft acknowledge the Finger of 
Aud as god alone can thus ſee that Man may 3 nyo * with his god ir is convenient that he 
10 bd pots this great work oſ quickning ſuch as are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins of his meer 
bee grace, there is not che leaſt Meric or T 4 in us. This merciful and gracious Viſitation 
ROY „ g | | Pro & 
F £ | 


"230 . = 
r 


— = 


in 


= pw,” = -*% 
> — 49 — 
by — 


— — 
” —— tte 


— 


— — 
———— — — 


D 


" — " 
- - Py ps - DB: ” 7 a * 2 
— — —— — —ñmä—y——— ᷣ - =- —— — - ＋ 
1 N 9 — 
. 


1 8 A ONE I, 


ar 


ne 1 Eur Bug ofthe World, that we. 
_ holy 99 him. *Tis true, this Love is an made known th 
led hut. as nheir Converſion, bowever it began all Eternity; when . Iran 
luted with our Blood, when we walk'd in the hadow Death, were utter 55 
| Nin ae E. 7075 od,” be had” con paſſion for us, be lived uf ar Veſſts erte GE th 


Qi, 4 Heirs « of the Grace of Life. 2 

Experience alſo ſe ſubſcribes 1 to oh that God only allen the dead i in 1 4nd: "WW 
Sint; for if you ask 125 the beginning,” you will find all that euer were converted from Wit 4 
their Evil-courſe ſes, aſcri bas eir . ion and E ro nemneſe of Life, | th 4 


mo God, xn d bis © Anil ro this end war Prayer, Jer. 31. 18. Turn 

thou me and I ſhall be turned, for thou'arg the Lord my Goa) None but the Lord kus 

can turn 4 Sinner. 1. % 
ey can 1 befriend us in this, matter, and is 


what us enquire of Nature and Art, 
ind bus malle comfort thence; good. Education, ingenious Converſazion, deli- $/ 
Ag, 4nd careful Inutation, may lick us ſomewhas fair, and put us into ſome | 

tolerable form; bun all theſe, and phy elſe human ſtrength can furniſh us withe!, | 
. ſhale ever change r Hearty, make us Cbriſtlanr, or teach us to'tive 50 of Gruce,, Lug 
| by narnval Light: atruin da e eftimare of of Sin ? f 2 oy that acc onni e 
Nen Haug bt! 10 think. ſq hardly of moftable ple ble Wicked 9) they deſerv d 
ah while we are thder tutoring of Nature, 11:15 no hard matter 26 per ſunde at, bat 
Guede he ſo angry as to fe is. Mercy, and thence S in drams great encourugemem. 
Par n ences, and: hue for aiftence from: then u we att be mi- Wore 
erably dende. 

"C6 Hee. Which i al 4 faculty in the Soul o 42 7 ME; ta 2 notice of. all bis Ad ions, Iss, 
Wards, and. Th his, was 2545 the Candle _ and mithuur all. perad- i 
venture in ite native purety was capable to dif, 45 ge ite Office, in divefing us both 20. 
12775 our Duty; und Abflaini E «lcbings mlawfſul r s th 
| 12 condemn profurttonably 1 Maft's Behuvrour? bur this 40ſo fuffer'd in 

45 2 A that it is grown weak. in diſcerning and: reproving Tos 765 unleſs it 
bet lining 1505 42.4in = the Grace of God, they that flow it, follow ps blind Guide; 
| moreover, 7 greater ſtrength ony Sin gains pre the leſs feeling thereof ic ſ 
the Conſcieurè, ja that either ingoes us a js Fg ug ment. through the Ignorancey#a 
in it, or èlſe none, 22555 bra eh ſtupefactlon numbneſs gradually brought upon it ; and 
roi paſs fome"by r He, that it is bus rare they percerue wherein the, heve 


"Beſide, the e is many times partial, and very often ſeaks Perus ee 110 
there ino real ground f or it; prank. Caf Cuſtom it is become 4 Party eth Sin; and Sa- But 
tan tþas ruleth in the Hearts of the Diſobediem, has ſuch variety io Colours, whereby to 
talliate bis Temptations; that the worſt of doings meet with ſo Javourable an Interpreta- 
riont, as crooked things are received for ſtrait and Lee or Virtue; and to enlarge 
10 anther, Reaſen is. ſo far in combination with ih Father of Sin, that it ſhowes it £4 
ſelf in nothing more than in framing Excuſes, and minting of what 4 ſeeing Gonſcience bo 
cannot but condem; ſo that it is not viſe ble how 4 natural c onſcience fat fo convince | art 
4 Sinner as to urge his Converſion. © Wan 

"But though neit er Nature, our Parts, our Teernii , 0r other Acquiſttions, nor yer BN 
our Conſciences can quicken us when dead in Treſpall es and Sin, yet God can; be Mr 
who by his word-produced Light out of Darkneſs, can, by the ſbining of bis. Grace, in. P. 
_ fuſeLight into our underſt indings, c can raiſe us out of our Lethargy ; and Deadneſs, end i en 
ee us to newneſs of Liſe. 

a Sr The next Inquiry is after what manner Good ders mo the dead in a7 
an 
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: 7d bow that Sentence of St. Auguſtin, He that hath yramils P 
Witent, hath not promiſed Repentance to the preſu 
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CW exceeding great 3 . 
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Nunering have been awaken'd by Noiſe, but habitual Sinners, Perſons for « long tif nen 
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| with themſelves or judging their own evil doings, that they were all for 


Huis wretched State, and drew froin him that Confeſſion and Prayer, Lord bs 
n, Lord heut murey en my poor Saul, for 1 am nor fit 10 He: And thif 
e. e 4 e 2 wine On "I F TOY _ 8 | »,,Þ 


. 7 A 
- R : * 
* 
_ 


* #, * * 3 6 . N Fre ' "a * | Fo | 
3 1 N «+ 3 120) | * | 
a p _ . 3 © *. 1 d 5 , : . 

. been ſick and ing have been holden by Herbs ; the. ſleeping , 


ge | 
Accuſtomed to do Evil, and that with great Reſolution and Impudence, cannot ſo 
þerly be ſaid to ſleep, or 10 be ſick, ar to be Stone. dead, they are buried ia tbe 852 | 
Vn; and if ever raiſed thence and quicken'd, the ſame Divine Power that cred 
Them at firſt muſt Ack herein. | 6 ut. 
pat we may the more admire the Goodneſs and Mercy of God who takes Mill 
notice of, and ſhews ſuch pity to finnerd, finners of the begheft Rank, moſt inſpf C 
erat, moſt rebellious, 45. to ſend his Hol) Spirit to convert and quicken them, we n and 
à little confider the d:fficulty of this work, and that by comparing it with the wor Tre 
Creation: Moſes gives an account of the Creation, that the great difficulty of producifi 1 
.. Things in this beauty and excellency, in which we behold them, was, they were to Mat 
formed cut of 4 Chaos, or Confuſion, where was nd diſpoſttion to Form or Comline Ppir 
. but in renovating 4 finner there is not only an indiſpoſition. but an oppoſition alſo foui mol 
And for this reaſon is the Spirit in this great Work ſaid to ſtrive with Man, Affe. 
Fnners to refift him, . | | * 
I. Pall now proceed to acquaint you with ſome Operations of the Spirit; in quickni vit 
Thoſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. the: 
. > 1. "He convinces the Mind and Conſcience, and illuminates the underſtanding : A \ 
| thus we find the Apoſtle intending the Converſion of the Epheſians. pray d, Eph. 1. re 
that the Eyes of their Underſtanding might be enligbien d. 3 
I be Spirit of God convinces the wicked of their finful eſtate, he brings them to @tal 
x 22 the nature of ſin, and the wickedneſs of their Lives; it is by his _ tipe 
The Law imprinted on the Heart of Man becomes legible ; and that Candle of * 
in Man's Breaft, which pleaſure and cuſtom in fin had dimm d, be ſnuffs. 0 
When the Scribes and Phariſes treated ſo Subtly and zealouſly with our M 
Viour, about the Condemnation of the Woman deprehended in Adultery ; 
may obſetve our Lord Foh. 8. 6. reminded them of the Law of God, and gi 
Commiſſion to ſuch as were without fault to Stone her, they which heard t 
(the Spirit working together with the Word) v. 9. were convicted by thi 
owu Conſciences and frank away, ſo far before were they from acquaintanifiani 


NOW 
plea 
] tl 


veighing againſt others, but when the Law was laid before them, their C 
ſciences immediately Arraign'd, Caſt and Condemn'd themſelves. 
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ing IIe ſenſe of his evil doings, and the wrath juſtly due thereto, being by ds | 
ng tiSimeanes renewed in his Conklence, it tended to his Conviction and Converſion 3 
8 fo how he ſaw his Sins with other Eyes than formerly, what he once accounted: 
Jrauſſpleaſant is now become bitter, in his Health Sin ſeemed a ſweet Mor ſel, to ful- 
creaſffil the moſt loathſom Luſts of the Fleſh, was more gratful than his daily Bread; 
but now he finds the defilement thereof, and apprehends the Vengeance that 
es will reward ſuch beaſtly doings; in his Health and Strength as faith the word 
ft ingpf God, he drank in Iniquity like Water, but now he is Arreſted by Sickneſs, 
we wind fears to be laid up in the Priſon of the Grave it is become a Terrour, 
work&Trembling and Aſtonifkment to him: | M's 
roduc I the more willingly attribute this operation on 1 of this youn 
re to Man to the Spirit of ncholy or to the e 
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Grace, than to natural fear, melancho 
nine ppirit as ſome do, and that for this reaſon becauſe, his evil and danger though 
 founWnoſt livly ſet before him, tranſported him not to deſpair, which is the uſual 
an, effect of the formention'd Diſeale and conſtant deſign of our ſpiritual Adver- 
$fary, but he that ſhow'd him his Sin and Miſery ſhow'd him allo his Remedy, 
ickniffvig. the mercy of God, and now incited him to cry and begg tor it that being 
thereby Reprived he might amen. ; 4 
tg: Where Satan has leave to awaken the Conſciences of Men his method — = 
1. 1. fraly is, to ſhow them the Wounds made in thair Conſciences but to hide from 
them the blame that is provided to heal them; he will write our Sins in capi- 
n to tal Letters, but it is not to provoak a ſpeedier or greater Repentance, but to 
gbr iperſuade us that for them there can be no mercy , and that there is no other 
the LAremedy for our terror but to become our own Executioners. But here bleſſed 
be God it was otherwiſe, the whole Roul of his Sins was diſcoyer d, but 
our Mwithal he was directed and aſſiſted to begg mercy and to promiſe Reformation. 
ry; 2. By quickning the will and inclining it to God and its duty. | 
ad gi Humane Wiſdom, Arguments and Exhortations cannot change the natural 
ard t corrupt will of Man: The Rhetorician may attempt an habitual wicked Man, 
y thione under the continual dominion of Satan, with arguments of the beſt form 
intanfiand figure of the ſtrongeſt Senſe and Reaſon, and fo moſt probable to perſwade, 
| for Wbut notwithſtanding, the Will of him that is thus diſcours'd may either receive - 
ir C or reject, ſnew its ſelf complaiſant or refractory, according as it pales: kor 
„though, as I have obſerved the Spirit in converting a Sinner does clear, tet {| 
n eiti right, and elevate the Underſtanding, yet are we not to ſuppoſe that thence | 
eitiſ forward the Will is wrought upon, moved, and perſwaded by the Power ofthe | 
pov Underſtanding ſo reftified ; ſhould we 1o judge, we ſhould derogate from the | 
ely ¶ Power and Goodneſs of the holy Spirit. We ought therefore to know that 
ore offithere is a farther Operation of the Spirit of Grace which relates to the Will, 
ords which he changes and inclines, or otherwiſe Converſion would not follow up- 
applWon Conviction; for every one that is Convicted is not Converted; all who are 
freſh {Wenfible of their Sins do not, nay will not forſake them; ſo that the great work 
* ming a Sinner is the changing and altering his Will, the turning and fett= 4 
him] ing his Biaſs and Inclinations. | wo Fr 
len a Admit the Conſcience of Man holds forth a true and clear Light, yet it is 
Tu not always a lafe Concluſion that the Will ſhall follow the Direction thereof, 
|gmetWHeathens have taught us better, Video meliera probog ; deteriora ſequor, laid ſhe 
te, afin the Poet, I ſee as plain as need be what is fit to doe, and I hold it conve- 
him {ent to be done, nevertheleſs I follow the Inclinations of my Will drawing 
rd bane another way. | 1 i | 
nd th This David intimates in his Prophecy of the Goſpel Times, 110 Pſ. 105 | 
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now, to obtain the favour of (od, and their Pardon and Salvation, upon what 
* grounds do they believe their Wills will incline to theſe Works hereafter, when 
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„And thus wrought the Spirit of God upon this Man we have been ſpeaking 


f of, he had by ſundry Perſons been divers times entreated, adviſed, and exhor- 


to Repentance, yet none of thoſe ways or meanes wrought upon him, but 
left him as they tound him Reſolute and Deſperate, but now Cel ne God that 


earneſt deſſre and prayer for Mercy and that upon Gods terms, namely Repen- 


* . = 


td ezance and Reformation. : | | 
The World affords too many who are Conceited, that they have a certain 
power over their Wills, ſo that though at this or that call; upon this or that 


Viſitation they do not convert and return to God, nor ſeperate from their Sins 


and ſinful Companions, they make no doubt they will and ſhall hereafter : ſuchÞ 


Perſons by all this do but declare their Ignorance of themſelves, for if they can 


t 
t 
1 


the Spir 
borne and preyaile over their Perverſneſs. Their Wills oni be wrought upon, f 


3 


turn d his Health to Sickneſs turn d his Mind alto; as may be perceived by lis .. 


will their Converſion hereafter, what hinders they doe not will it now (when 


it will be leſs difficult and more acceptable) it the pleaſures of Sin and ſinful 
Company are ſo Charming now, that they are unwilling to be Divorced from 


them. Why may they not appear more Charming hereafter when frequent En. 
joyment ſhall have contracted not only a loving Acquaintance with, but a paſſi- 


onate Fondnels for them? If they think it not worth while to Repent and Reform 


the number of their Sins ſhall be encreas'd, the Wrath ef God more incenſed, f | 


ankfolf 1 


b il their Mo . 


AK ich his Grace, and thereby fitted them for Glory? yet to that heightdf Wicks | 
12 Bdneſs are ſome arrived that they would be more thankful to be left at Liberty | 
997 x their Sins than to be awakened. To be left Dead in their evil courſes than 
Og y the Grace of God to be quic | to newneſs of Life, *# on } 


Though we are apt to bleſs our ſelves upon the receipt of temporal favours; 

the World wants not preſidents how miſerable fame have been that have 
bounded moſt with them, but he that is effeftualy called ot whoſe 
lind is enlightned fo that he Repents, whoſe Heart and Will is chang d ſo that 

amendsand. lives to the Glory of God is fo happy, that all good things are his, 
ow God is become his reconciled Father, The Prince of Peace his Brother, 
angels his Atpendants and his Friends, and the Heavenly Paradite his Inheritance. 
That the glorious Creator of Heaven and Earth who is ever attended with 


but 
that 


Sins 
{ſuch 


can 


hriade of Angels ready, able, and Glorying to do his bleſſed Will, ſhould. 
nful Duſt and Aſhes to return to ſum, that they may pertake of his Favour and 
lory, as itdemonſtrates his intinit Love and condeſcention, ſo it calls aloud. 
- En. I farther, that I may excite à true Spirit of chankfylneſs in all Gods converted 
aſl nes, let me deſire juch to conſider, Gods particular and ſpecial Goodneſs to 
Am ſited you: And yet what were you bettær than they? how many hath God 
Med by, when he cal led you? how many are left in their Ignorance, - 

t > phtned, Softned, Awakned and Quickned : | $4 
LM Oh | Praiſe the Lord for kis Goodneſs, make his Name Glorious, Proclaim 
thou£@uls. You are by Nature dead in Treſpaſs and Sins, you have no power to 
delayſliſe or quicken your ſelves. But Go has pluckt the. Scales from your. Eyes; 


ondeſend to fend his holy Spirit to Woe and Sollicit, Perſuade and ftrive with 
pr our moſt thankful Love and Obedience. 
emſel ves, for it is evident God has not viſited all in the tame manner that he 
nſed if lock d up inthe hardneſs of Heart to the day ot Judgment, yet you are En- 
Goode Praiſes of his Grace, and tell out with Gladneſs what he has done for your 
s freed your Feet from the depth of Sin and ignorance, he hath call'd you out 


149 d che Light and under ſtariding of his Word and, Will, to obtain the Light of his 
t theyfllory. Tell out therefore theſe his works of Mercy to you with Gladneſs, David in 
irffer MS 114. Pl. 7. 8. praiſed God Heartily For turning the hard Rock inte à ſtanding 


ater, the Converted are to praiſe God for converting their Hearts by nature, 
ome and evil Habits made harder than any Rocks, therefore let them give 
> Lord the Praiſe due unto his Name. © „ 


„ and | 


is hi 
Mo- 
th fork 
Hea 


{I judge this one way to perſuade Sinners every where, that they would take 
tice of Gods doings, and warnings more exactly, Oh! deter not this great and 
effary Work, which if you Die before done, you will certainly riſe for ever 
done. Harden not your Hearts, ſhut not your Eyes willtully, ſtop not, nor 
2 away your Ears artificially, reſiſt not the Spirit of Grice, but when ever 
W knocks at the Door of your Hcarts whether by the word of God, or by the 
orks of God, make haſt and Open unto him; 
et none preſume faxing in their Hearts they will ſtay till they have ſuch a 


yer therefore God ſhall call, be willing and prepar'd to heare and obey , 
ME ageravates his Guilt and Puniſhment, who deſpiſes the motions of Grace 
K ſuch Enemysare ſome to their own Converſigg, that it the Spirit by thei, 

daſciences ſinite them raither than they will ſubmit, yeild and turn, they hunt 
uct tor Buſineſs. For Pleaſure, tor Mirth and Muſick, tor Company and Drink: 
. | : . ; . | 4 at 
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Derkneſyy norid Darkneſs, hellim Darkneſs, into his moſt marvellous Light: 


My Hearts deſire is to improve this late Providence to the honour of Ged,* 
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calling as this Perſon had, conſider this is not granted to all, which uy 


ir. V 
3 
no 


Bron | gy 

5 an bei | 
* ever had 3-3-4 — tf 
Sort of God hath foretold usthat ep oe the hs on we 5 

E therefore this Providence be improv d, aad give me 1 260 y this] Per. 


dtm who. was lately dead in Treſpaſis and Sins 3 ; 


* will preſiſt in his Wicked 


* ve" dome unte him, his Juſtice will revenge aduled 


| | We Hand to the Plough may net look back. 
tt called from the power of Satan (that Prince of Darkneſs, who held them ma 


j W | i 2 Dog to his Vomit, or with the Sow to her wallowing in the Mire. 


grace of God Preacheth unte you, on the ſhould no 9 in 4 
Fut wicked State, Zut whi olds out 8 ale Meng . a 
dt you maybe ſaved; 7 Gd is ptien bat be is ſo kee the 

ne A ent will one Daydeſtro of him; Gol eise | 
cious and waiteth to ſhow himſelt q; but yet if we diſpiſe . 
provoake and feel his Wrath. He is mexciful but if we vill ng deperuatl 


3. Seeing God notwithſtanding the wickedneſs of this Age; hath been pleal | 
ed to calland convert ſome Jn, let all good Chriſtiansdo their endeavour 
to confirm theſe, and pra = or daily convert more. 4 
'- Knowing the Prophan _ 7 4 of the Age: I thus . for it ma 

be expected that che former unconverted Companions will i; | opportu{] 

nitys of perverting theſe again. Their Maſter whom they ſerve, b — 
that any ſhould eſcape his Hand; will give them his Task, and beſides 
have ſuch as will make a mock and ſcoff, a taunt, a proverb, a Tavern or Ss 
Ale-houle Jelt at the reformation of theſe Perſons, leaſt therefore through fre 
games Temptation, or publick Deriſion they fall off from their preſen 

eligious Profeſſian; let our Zeal to the Glory of God and our Chriſtian Rel 
gion, and our Charity to their Souls make us mindful to beſeech God to Sung 
To me Stabliſh them by the Power of his Grace, that they having laid 


It is fit that Prayers be put up by all that Love the Glory of God and de 

pd of his Son, that as God has called theſe to the 17 of himſelf, ſo by 
would Build them up in that knowledge, and cauſe his Grace to abound in chem 
that thev may become burning and ſfining Lights to the World, that as. they 


ny Yearsin Subjection) and tranſlated into tho Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, fo te. 
may be upheld and Eſtabliſhed therein, Oh! Pray we that theſe may adorne the 
Goſpel which they now profeſs. That they ny not be found to have receive 

this great Grace in Vain, but that they ſtand faſt and neither return with 


Let us alſo devoutly Pray that our Heavenly Father would bleſs the meane 
of Grace wp: us, that many more of the Children of Diſobedience may b 
turaed-out of their crooked and preverſe Nen ad broughę into the Fo 
Chriſt, even ſo, Oh. God let it be to the glory of thy Grace, ict che fake 
| Lond Telus Criſt, Amen, ; FIN 1 8. a 
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